Maus I – Study Guide
Please answer the following questions using your copy of Maus I.  

1. How does Vladek stand out from the other prisoners at the POW camp?

2. What was Vladek particularly strict about with Artie as a kid?

3. How did Vladek feel after killing Jan, a German soldier who was surrendering?

4. When does Anja first begin to voice her suicidal feelings?

5. As a POW, what does Vladek admire about the Germans?

6. How does Speigleman visually echo (draw) the tension Ms. Stefanska feels in prison?

7. In Prisoner on the Hell planet, whom does the “prisoner” in the title refer to?

8. At one point Vladek gives up most of his off-the-record business in order to work for almost not money at a carpenter shop.  Why does he do this?

9. While Anja refused to let Ilzecki take Richieu into hiding, she lets Persis do so.  Why did she change her mind?
10. How does Richieu die?

11. What is a “kombinator?”

12. Why does Lolek not hide in the bunker behind the tunnel of shoes?

13. While Speigleman shows both Anja and Vladek wearing “Pole” – or pig – masks as they sneak towards Sosnowiec, he represents Anja’s greater difficulty in concealing her Jewish features.  How does Speigleman draw this?

14. What does Vladek find out as an immediate result of his daring to answer a stranger on the street in Hebrew?
15. At the end of the book, Artie call Vladek a “murderer.”  Why does he say this about his father?

Fyi:  A narrative in which a character or narrator call attention to the making of the narrative itself is called metafiction.

